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My father's own father, he waded that river,
He tcok all the money he made in his life
My brothers and sisters came working the fruit trees.

And they rode the truck till they took dovn and died.

~Woody Guihrie
"Song of the Deporiecs”

In ceremonies of the horsemen,
Even the pawn musi hold a grudga.
Statues made of matchsticks
Crumble into one another.

-Bob Dylan
*Qutlaw Blues"
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PREFACE

The following study is an attempt to poriray and understand some aspecis of

human behavior. This is a presumptuous task which has never been satisfaciorily per-
formed even though it has been repeaiedly attempiad by philosophers, social scicn-
7 tisis, and poefs. !n this case the scope of the human behavior to be siudied has baen
limited in terms of geography, culiure, and occupational activily; this lhartation has
: . made the fask a litile less presumpiuous, bu.t probebly kas made it o loss impcs;ible.
So complex a being is man, and so much more so when censidared in groups,
that the many methods and insighis given us by rsychologisis, sociolegisis, anihro-
pologists, economisis, and political scientisis are all pififully inadequeie when apilied o
poriraying and understanding human behavior. It could be maintained ihat it.. schavioral
sciences have made great steps forward within the past few decades; this is prebably
true, but man, even ithough he has walked u;:oﬁ the moen, still exisis in a glchal
sociely which is lergely characterizeu by war, mutual exploiiation, wuass starvation,
cliencﬁo:;, and a grey hopelessness. Thus o give much credence jo ihe advanced
meihods and insighis of the social sciences as a means of modifying, understanding, or
even portraying human behavior, is but to daceive cneself and fo remove one’s think-
ing from the realities of hiuman existence.
"Therefore, even though this study has drawn heavily uron the thinking of social
scieniisls, anihrogologisis in particular, ihis writer is unable fo commence wiih the

usual list of acknowledgements to these shining lights of the social scicnces whose

thoughts have been used {end in reality, appraciated) i the following rages.
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However, the writer would like to express his graiitude to Professors H . W.
Hutchinson, E. John Kleinert, and David Cartano who have all kindly stimulated and
guided my research; my wife, Kyle, who has humored and cheered me; my dog, Jake,
who has been a faithlul ;:ompan?on as | have written this report; and io Mr « Oscar Moreno,

.

who has fed me some of south Dade's best tortillas.

e ]

Most of all, ihis writer is grateful fo the Mexican-American and Puerio Rican
farm workers vho have provided their information, commentaries, insighis, and com-
panicnship in the process of making this siudy. [t is for migrant workers ihat this
study has been doine, but it is painfully realized that once cgain the reszarcher has
gained much more than the researched. Once again the interviower, be he vrorking
in fhe interesis of government programs, reroriing iae news, or furiharing the advaices
of social science + has come away with greaier benefiis then the injerviewed. Whan

this process involves a peopla as colonized and exploited cs migrant warkers we Wit
& 7

ness and are a part of, the least henest and most tragic of all foreas of exploitaiicn.
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INTRODUCTION

The major concern of this siudy is the Spanigh speakitng furm workers who mi-
grate to Dade County cach year in order fo harvest fhe tomaio and fresh vegeiable
crops. These migranis, boih Puerto Ricans and Mexican-Americans frem south Texas,

'3
arrive here in Novembar or December and stay ihrough the end of ihe harvesting scason
in May. Those migranis v ho harvest south Dade's crops belong to saveral ethnic groups;
dbout a third of them are Armcrican Negroes, wore ilian ien parcent Gre American
Whites, and more then half of the county's migranis ace Sganish spaaking peoples—-
either Puerio Ricans or Mexican=Americans from the souihern sart of Texas.

All migrcanis-~Black, Sganish speaking, end White~-arrive, live here, and
depart in obscurity; their existence, and their ~averiy, is easily forgoiien in the same
county which is touted as ihe "Sun and Fun Capiial of the East." The loi of migrent
farm werkers is well documenied as being one of the mest goveriy siricken and desper-

ate of all occugational groups. The degree of this poverly, which must b2 saen to be

appreciated, is a lemenichle and outragoous fact which has raade ihe viriiing of this

report a painful balancing act between muckraking and the blocdless aprroach of

"scicntific® investigation.,
The following investigation will attzmpt to poriray aind analyze Lade Couniy's
S P ‘
Spanish spaking migranis by the use of two methods. Fisst of all, the ganeral agri-
cultural scene in Cade Couniy kas been dividad into three distinct interast groups.

Chapter One presenis an overall piciure of !ocal agriculture, but this is cone from the

point of view of the agricultural establishment-~the. growers and farmars wio must deal
'
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with problems such as climate, soil conditions, and the siaie of the national fresh
vegetable market .- Chapter Two is a general presentaiion of Pucrto Rican and Mexican-
American migrant workers; they are counted, described, and their problems as a dis-
advaniaged group are pointed out. Chapter Three is an aitempt to csiablish a

typology, and hence describe, those individuals who supervise migrant workers and at
the same time cct as representaiives or intermadiaries baiweean growears and migrant

workers .

Sccondly, two anthropolegical concepis cre used io analyze some of ihe social

relationships in which migrant farm workers are involved. The first of these concepls,
tha culiure broker, is brought to bear in the analysis of how and why certain individuals
act o .relcte the groatly differing cultures and cconomic inieresis of local agricultural
management and lebor, The 'second coacept, the pairon-client relaiionship, is apolied
to the Dade Counly situation to see if and how high and low status members of the
agricultural community form synbiotic relationships with cne another for their mulual
benefits,

This writer was initially involved with Spanish spcaking migrant workers in
January of 1989 while working as a rescarch assistant for the Florida Migraiory Child
Survey which was conducted by the University of Miami. In the summer of ihe same
year, thic :iter spent six weaks in the !owe_r Rio Grande Valley in Texas doing furiher
research for the Florida Migratory Child Survey. The final wwitten product of ihis year~

long survey, Migrant Children in Florida, edited end largely wriiten by Professer E,

John Kleinert, is frequently cited in this paper. In fact, the Kleinert study has served
as a basis and as a jumping off point for this present study. !t is hoped that this writer's

findings will advance and refine some of the Migrant Childran in Florida findings. In

particular, where the Kleinert study has lumped Pucrio Rican cnd Mexican-American
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igrants under the gencral rubric of "Spanish-Americans, " this study will attempt to

point out and analyze some of the many differences beiween these two eiknic groups.
Research for this siudy was begun in the fall of 1969 at the beginning of the

tomato season, and was ended in the spring of 1970 as the last tomalocs and vege-
tables were harvesied. The rescarch methedolegy of this study has bacn pragmatic und
non-melric in nature. Extensive interviewing of Spanish speaking miyrant workers and
work supervisors was carried out during most of the 1969-1970 fomalo season. As a
general undersianding was gained, in terviewing became less extensive and aore inten-
sive as cegtain helpful and insighiful individuals were salected as koy informants.

4
Likewise, several officials of siate and tacal agriculiural an migrant orienied agen-
cies were interviewed.,

Two of this study’s findings came semewhat as o surprise. First, it was uncx-
pected to find that Puerto Rican migranis are numerically fading from souih Dede's
agricultural scen2. At present Puerto Ricans compose an alrmost insignificant perceat-
ag. of ihe overall labor farce. Secondly, as ihe concept of pairca-cliznt relationships
was intended to be utilized as one of this siudy's major investigative icols, it came as
no small surprise o realize that gairon-clieni relationships are mark 2dly chsent among
migrant workers and work suparvisors. The rcasons for this are discussed at the elsse

' i
of Chapter Five.

——— .

The epilcgue to this study calls for some comment. [t was rok within ihe cap-

PO

abilities of this wriier to study aiid enalyse migrant workers in an entively ccld and

»arp

detached manner. llence those observations which were strengly tainted with personal
opinions were, for the most part, resarved for the epilcgue. It is ihe writcr's cpinion

that realizing the conditions under vhich migrants live and werk, the angelations

S

"disadvantaged" or “poverty stricken are only partial trutks and are generally
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misleading. Migrant farm workers are an exploited and colonized people whose piti-
fully low waées, whose miserable living conditions, and whose general exemption
from health, education, and welfare services, serve a3 savings, and henée genuine
subsidies, to farmers, produce dealers, grocery markets, and consumers. The existence
of the present conditions which characierize migrant life is an immoral state of affairs,
if morality may be ca”eci upon, and the long term toleration of these conditions can
only be explained by the fact that it is profitable for them io exist.

it is foo simple a maiter to lay the b'lc:me squarel; on the shoulders of farm
owners, although many do this. Even though farmars profit from this system of organ-
ized exploitation, they oo are exploited by the vegeichle brokers and food stores .
South Dc;de farmers are rarely among ihe very rich{ yet conversely, none of them live
in tarpaper shacks. The finger of blame for the general conditions of migrant exisience
cannot be péinted at any single person, interest group, or social condition such as the
lack of educaiion; the blame for the existence of migrant condiiicns lies within the

very roois of the American social and. economic systems.

e
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Chapter 1

. DADE COUNTY AGRICULTURE: AN OVERVIEW
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THERE'S MORE AT THE MONTMARTRE. . . more of what makes
a vacation great, More for every minute, every day: Gela Go~Round
nightclub shows, sun/fun and a nonstop whirl of planned daily activi-
ties and nighily entertainment, Plus faniastic food. . . and a Dine-
Around that freals you to 7 ocean frent hotels' cuisine. Ceunselor
supervised playground . . .

~Advertisement, New York Times, Travel Section, 2 November 1969

This tomato goes to market five days sooner. Homestead Elite
matures about five days earlier, --a significant advaniage for the ship-
ping market. . . . Has good tolerance {o cold and is highly resistant
to Fusarium wilt., Get Homesiead Elite |

-Advertisement, South Florida Grower and Rancher, 6 Novenber 1969

Dade County is ’i;cmcd as ihe sunshine and vacaiion capiial of the easiern United
Siates. Here beaches, palm trecs, flamingos, gliticring Miami Beach, Jackie Gleason,
and even ihe naiion's president are to be found basking under ihe sun ikat Henry Flag-
ler discovered.” Five million tourisis each year leave leaden skics and frozen birchaths
behind in Scarsdale, Kalamazoo, or Hackensack in order to thaw themse!yes in Miami’
wopical breezes. Ia the pursuit of warath, relccation, and a sunian, the rich and not-
so~rich spznd somavhere around 3580 million each year in Dude Couniy’s hotels,
resiauranis, and "tourist Giiractions ."l

As glamourous and lucrative as fourism is, it is an casily forgotten faci that
Bade County is also an agricultural areq; in fact it is ihe 60th largest agricultural in-
come preducing country in the United States,

"Florida begins 25 miles from downtovn Miami."
~Advertisement, Heriz Rent-a-Car

ICenter for Advanced Intemational Studies, University of Miami, Psycho-_
Social Dynamics in Miami, prepared for the Department of Housing and Urban Develop-

ment (Miami: pholostaiic reproduction, 1969), ».27.
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Florida is an cgriculiural siate, the nation’s sixth grealest crop producing
state, in terms of cash receiptS.2 In the er.itjre slate, income from agriculiure exceads
both the income from tourism und from all rnonufacturinAg. Perhags nowhere in Florida
is the contrast so sirong as belween ihe glamarous tourist hoiels aad everyday dirt

farming as it is in Dade County. It's a long way from Collins Avenue to Krome Avenue,

further siill from ihe Monimarire fo South Dade Farm Lebor Camp No. 1.

Other than the Miami area end the Everglades National Park, Dade County is
exiremely egricultural. In @ heavily agricultural state, it ranks fourth in ihe value of iis

farm preducis, and it leads the siate in the production of pole beans, jomatoes, mangos,

and limes. This siudy is specifically concemed with the raising cand harvesting of the
couniy's fresh vegeiables, particularly tomatoes. It is then of some. velue fo examine
the overall and relative imporiance of tomaio produciion in Dede Counly.

The state of Florida is the second largest tomaio growing siaie in the Union.

For example, in 1964 it produced $73 miilion in cash receiois for tomaocs; this was
P P P

L] - ] . [ - 3
exceeded only by California which sold $196 million worih of tomatoes.  Dade Coun-

ty is the largest single tomato growing couniy in the siate, for it arwally produces

-

cbout ene-third of Florida's tematoes. In fact, the couinty ranks fourth emong all of

s v v

the counties in the naticn in frcsh tomaio production, and sixih in ife value of all

4

vegetables. r

o

»

2Burcay of Ecernomie and Business Research, College of Businass Adminisiration,
Univessity of Florida, Florida Statistical Abstracis, 1969 (Guinasville: University of
Florida Press, 1969), p. 265. :

o W

3bid., p. 266.

4Dade County Agricultural Agent's Office, "Dade County Agriculiure, pam-~
phlet, 1948. '
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During the crop year 1967-1968 (fall through spring), Dade County produced
| $62,647,000 worth of cgricul tural pr_oducis.5 This includes vegetables, fruit, dairy
producis, poL:liry, livestock and so forth. Of this iotal county agriculiural income,
$44,455,000 was earned in vegetable crops, and of this, $24,090,000 was income

{rom the tomato crop.

TABLE 1

Dade County Vegetable Crops: Acreage & Production Value
1967-1968 Crop Year

Acres Toidl Cash

Vegetables Planted Production - Value
Tomatoes~~Fresh 5,475,000 crt. L9z 090,000
Processed- . 17,850 1,294,000 crt. 828,000

Potatoes . 7,850 1,458,000 cwt. 5,686,000

Pole Beans 5,820 1,586,000 bu. 5,874,000
Squash ' 2,950 478,000 bu. 2,060,000
Bush Beans 2,550 260,000 bu. 766,000
Strawberries 520 462,000 flats 1,358,000
Sweet Corn *1,756 864,000 crt. 364,000
Cucumbers 1,030 128,000 bu, 435,000
Cabbage ‘ 300 105,CCO0 crt. 184,000
Okra 325 $0,000 bu. 180,CCO
Peas 700 87,000 bu., 343,0C0
Cuban Vegeidbles i,410 1,412,600
Other Vegetables 445 370,000
TOTAL 43,306 $44,455,000

> Table from Dade County Agriculiural Agent's Office, "Dade Couniy Agric ul.ure, "

pamphlet, 1969.

The preceding iable makes clear ihe fact that tomatoes are overwhelmingly Dade
County's most imgoriant and lucrative crop. In terms of cash values, tomajoes accounied
for 54% of all vegeiable returns and nearly 40% of all agricultural returns in the county

during ;the 1967-1968 season.

SDade County Agricultural Agent's Office, "Dade County Agriculture, " pam-
phlet, 1949,

N g,
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Dade County's migrant farm workers, their life siyles
7/ S M4

; their incomes, and their

futures are tied to the overall county-wide, national, and even international agricul-

tural situation, Or as local farm owners and growers like to phrase it, "What's good

for local agriculture is geod for the migranis." This siatament may or may not be irue,

but what is important is the fact that no real unders tanding of migrani workers may be

reached until one is at least aware of the overall agricul

e,

tural picture which sirongly

affects Dade County growers and furm workers alike. Hence, let us bricfly investigate

the couniy's agricultural systems, the "iémaio industry" in particular,

Dade County, according to the University of Florida Agricultural Exicnsion

Service, "enjoys the most iropical conditions to be found on ihe mainland of the

United States. It is idzally located for the prodluction of tropical fruiis, many exotic

plants, and especially winier vegeiables for northern murkets , #9 lience by grace of
the fact that South Florida has no winter 1o speak of, it hus been a profitable venture
P P .

to preduce fresh icble vegetables for snowbound Canadian and Americen markeis .

Other than this favorable climatic variance, it could by no means be said that

Lade County is an ideal area for ihe raising fresh vegetables. First of all, the majority

1

of the couniy’s surface area is unsuitchle for cagrizuliure; more than fwo-thirds of the

counly's area is "waler, waler conservation areas » naifonal parks, or is sub~marginal .

2

e

Also, as of 1940, eight percent of the couniy's land area was davoied to urban usas it

is presuried that ihis perceniage has increased during the past ten years. The county's

mf‘"hib:"g

egriculiural sector must ihen make do with an estimaied fwenty percent of the county's

5PN G DAURA RNt B

£

SShaw E. Grigsby {ed.), Agricultural Growth with Utban Expansion

ville: University of Florida, Agricultural Extension Service, n.d.), p. 7.

Guincs~

7ibid., p. 15.
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total surface area. In 1968, 54,735 acres or 86 square miles were utilized in the pro-
duction of fruils and vegetcbles .

Farmlands are concentrated in the eastern half of ihe county in a region which
lies adjacent to US Route One and Krome Avenue from South Miami to Florida City.

Agriculture anywhere involves risks and hardsh ips, for when Man attempis to
plant and harvest a crop, he r;1usf deal with factors as uncontrollchle as the elements
and the earth itself. Dade County secms to have more lh&n iis share of agricultural
risks and hardships. Were it not for the overriding facior that local climate allows for
the s.cle of fresh vegeichles at a top price on northern markels, one would wonder if
Dade County could exist as an agriculivral area at all, For example, the weather it-
self presents frequent threats and occasicnal disasters to growers; killing frosts and ~
cold spells occur from time to time. A one—nigh; frost is capable of destroying acres
of tomato or bean plants. Likewise, heo\;y winter rains occasionally cause crep damage
by either beating plants to death or by f!ooding poorly drained fields 2 Such was the case
during the past winter, when the combination of a severe cold spell in December, fol-~
lowed by heavy rains, have helped make this perhaps the worst fomaio year in the past
decade.

Even the earth seems inhospitable to Man's attempts to use it. Two tyges of soil
predeminate in the ccuniy's farming areas: Perrine Marl and Rockdale. Neither
would produce vegetables unless diligently coaxed by man, machine and chemicals.
Perrine Marl is swampland soil which calls Fo.r draining, leaching, and heavy fertiliza-
tion before it can be ;?::f fo use. Rockdale soils, which make up the major portion of
the county's farmland, c;re rocky areas which call for p!owi.ng with bulldozers from two

to five times in order to break up the surface {imestone. After this stage, heavy fer-
. .

tilization is necessary, 1,500 to 6,000 pounds of fertilizer per acra are used,
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depending on the soil and the desired crop. In 1968 tomato growers spent an average
of $143.77 per acre for fertilizer. This is a large amount, particularly when it is
understood that the average cost per acre for growing tomatoes (that is, soil prepara-

tion, planting, and cultivation until harvesting) was $468.80.

TABLE 2*

Dade County Tomatoes: Growing Cosls

Average cost
per acre

LaNd rent o o o v o0 o 0 b o e o e e e e e e e e e e .. $27.39
1Y ==« 6.08
Fertilizer « v v v ¢ ¢ o v 6 6 o o e e o o o o o o o s e .. 143,77
Spray & dust v v 4 4 b e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e 86.04
Cultural Iabor « « ¢ ¢ v ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o o o o o o s o o 26 .06

Machine hire & & v ¢ v o v v v i 0 o v i v e v e e e e e 13.17
Gas,oilandgrease . « v ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o + o o ¢ ¢ o o 8 ¢ s o o e i7 .45
Repairand mainienance . o ¢ o o ¢ v ¢« ¢ o o o ¢ o o o o o s o 31.37
Depreciation & v 4 ¢ o 4 o 6 o o o o o s o 6 o s o o 0 0 0 4 e 18.63
Licensesand insurance « « o o ¢ o o o ¢ s o ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o o 8.71
Interest on production capital . . . . . 0 o o 0o e 0l . 10.94
Interest on capital invested {other thanland). . . . o o ¢« . . . . . 1.86
Miscellaneous cxpense & v ¢ ¢ v v o 0 o v e e b e e 0 e e s e 7.33

Total growing cost PEracre « o « v o v o ¢ o o o ¢ o o o o o o+« 368,80

*From Donald L. Brooke, "Cosis and Returns from Vegetable Crors in Florida,
Season 1968-1949," (Pamphlet, Ag. Ccon. Report No, 2, Depariinent of Agricultural
Economics, University of Florida, Gainesville, February 1970), p. 28.

When the soil is finally broken,cnother threat e;;isis which can quiztly cause
thousands of dollars of demage. Dade Couniy's lends, with their low elevation and
location at the edge of the ccean, are subject to salt inirusion” which renders-the soil
too saline to produce crops. Salt inirusion may result from underground movement of
brackish or salt water, flooding by high tides, or over-drai;mge by excessive pumping
of fresh water, Whatever the actual cause, salt inirusion is but another of nature's'

menaces to Dade County's agriculture,

KX 2
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In addition to the presence of potential disasters due to climatic conditions,
salt intrusion; urban growth, insects, new strains of plant discoses, etc., man himself
has created even more problems than nature .

Manmade Problems:

1. The Market‘ Place.
Natural hazards to Dade County agriculture are consiantly present, but ‘
by and large, they have been dealt with to some degree of success. The problems
| presently caused by man and society will call for solutions, if thore are any, infinitely
more complex than the use of machines or chemicals. One of jhese problems is taking
place within the agricultural marketing system itself. This siudy does not prefend o
be an investigation of agriculiural economics, but there are some marketing problems

which must at least be meniioned here.

First of all, in spite of the fact that feod prices have generally risen in

Y B GEY IV Ry

the United Siates, farmers have received a smaller and smaller share of the final mar-

ket value of their produce. It is commonly staied that growers of fresh vegeiab'les. now
get 32 or 40 cents of the consumers® dollar spent in supermarkels. The oiher 60 cen’s
go to middlemen and the food stores, The Florida Commissioner of Agriculijure claims
ihat the farmers' share of the consumer doller has dropped a dime since 1959.8

Farmers claim that their share has slowly been reduced by ihe domination of the agri-
culiural marketplace by chain feod steres which buy in larger and larger quantities .
Growers and the State of Floric.;a have taken some profective steps by organizing

farmers® markets, but by and large, it appears ihat fresh vegelables are being disiributed

»

s

8Doyle Conner, “"The Farm Front, " Weckly newsletter by the State Commis-
sioner of Agriculture, 23 October 1969,
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on a market dominated by chainstore buyers .

The second problem which affects Dade growers in the marketing of fresh
vegetables is the very fact that they are frash. When tomatoes or vegetebles come
ripe, they must be picked. (Actually more than 90 percent of Dade's tamatocs are
picked and shipped green.) When they are picked they raust be sold; fresh vegetables
can sit in warehouses only for a short time. For example, green tomatocs have a life
of about three wezks if picked green and kept under refrigeration. Conscquently,
crops can't be withheld from the ma‘rket, no matter what the week's buying price' is.
Hence if a farmer has a field full of mature fomatoes and current tomaio prices are bad,
he may have to minimize his loss by allowing the field o rot raiher than paying addi-
tional harvcsk-ing cosis on an already worihfuss crop.

Our present economic, social and international arrangeinents
are based, in large measure, upon organized lovelessness,

~Aldous Huxley
The Perennial Philosorhy, 1944

Obviously farmers in Dade County earn money, even though ihey may be
forced to leave fields 4o rot from time 1o time; ofherwise there would be no Dade
4 B
County tomaio growers. The point here is that farmers lieve liitle coinirol over the

marketing sysiem, and hence are at iimes victimized by it.

2, The Wetback Tomato. :
The problem most felt and most discussed by Florida and Dede County
tomaio farmers s ihe increasing competition from imported Maxican iematoes. As has

been pointed out, South Florida's greatest raison d’sire as a tomaro preducer has been -

the fact that fresh tomatoes can be preduced during the northern winier mosihs. Since
five years ago, there has been an increasing inflow of vine rire toriaioes grown in the

noithern states of Mexico. These tomatoes arrive at the same Canadian and Amarican
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market cities to which Florida tomatoes are sent at the same time, and can usually be
sold for a lower pr.ice . The Mexican tomatoes are usually grown b)'l California tomato
ranchers who have moved their capital and sophisiicated production metheds to the

Mexican states of Sonora, Chihudhua, and Codhuila. Here great tomato ranches have

been established where lower taxes and cheap labor can be taken advaniage of . These

”

-advantages have made the growers of northern Mexico sericus competitors for the win-

ter tomato market.

"GROWERS BATTLE MEXICO;
To Fight Produce Imports.”
-Headline

Homesiead, Fia. South Dade News leader 13 March ]970‘

Carlot shipments from Mexico have been increasing in the past several

ears, while Florida's out~of-stale shinments have decreased.
b4 '

TABLE 3*

Carlot Shipments of Tomatoes

From Mexico into US.
From Dade Counly and [Florida out of State.

Year Mexico Florida Cade Co.
1966-67 1,199 19,189 6,028
1967-68 12,194 18,378 6,122
1968-69 15,217 15,300 4,447

’Compiled from: "Marketing Florida Vegeicbles, Summary of 1958 Season, "
(Pamphlet, US Dept. of Agriculture), pp. 83-85. "Marketing Florida Vegetables,
Summary of 1969 Season, " (Pamiphlet, US Dept. of Agriculture), pp. 61-65.

Most striking in these figures is the steady increase of Mexican imporis dur-
ing this period; it is this factor that alarms South Florida's tomato growers. Generally,
Florida's and Dade Couniy's fomato production have remained constant over the past

five years. The 1958-69 crop year was a poor one due to weather conditions, The

1969-70 crop year which has just ended was an extremely poor one, worse even than

bty v A e Y
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the previous harvest. Figures are not y2t available for the precent season's shipments,
but local authorities agree that (1) due to wealher conditions this was the woist
tomato crop that the county has seen in the past decade, and (2) Mexican exporis fo
US and Canadian markyis have been greater than ever,

Whether the two past years of diminishing Flerida preduction and rising
Mexican importation are the beginning of a trend, or whether Florida’s two bad years

will be reversed by a bumper crop in 1970-71 remains to be sean. But at present th

Dade Counly agricultural secior is afraid and pessimistic. Last ycar the |lomestead

newspaper, South Dade News Leader, cited a Uniied Press siory which claimed that

Mexico has the capacily to take over the temajo and entire wintor vegetuble market
from Florida.? Dade County's tomato indusiry, it would appecr, is going io face a
crisis period for growers, crew leaders, and migrant farm workers alike.

The reascn that Mexican lomatoes can compete so ably in the Canadian
and US marketplaces is that labor cosis are censiderably lower in Mexico. Reportedly,
tomato pickers in Maxico are paid $2.06 (US) a day or the equivalent of 22 jo 30
cents an hour . 10 Mecnwhile, local growers pay their workers many iimas ihat amount,
perhaps eight or ten dollars on an average day and fweniy=five dollcrs on cn extremely
good day . During the 1968-69 crop yec;r + Dade Counly growers raported that iheir

cosis for picking fomuiocs were $146.25 an acre or 66 cenls per 40 pound shipping box.

9South Dade News Leader (! lomestead, Fla.), April 4, 1952, p. 3

100tiami News, August 4, 1969, p. 6.



TABLE 4"

Dade County Tomatoes

‘Harvesting and Marketing Costs

Average Average
per per
Acre 40 Ib. box
Picking expense . . . . . . c o e o s .. $146.25 $0.661
Grading and packing expense « « . . . . .. .. . 124,60 564
Contdiners « « &« o ¢ o o o o o s o s s o s s o o 86.82 «393
Hauling ¢ v v v 0 0 0 0 6 o o o o v o o o oo o+ 32,39 149
Selling L] * L * [ ] L] L] [ ] * L * [ ] [ ] [ ) L] * L] L8 L] * [ ] 33.’2 .,50
Total harvesting and marketing costs - $432.71 ST.917

_ *From Denald L. Brook + "Costs and Returns from Vegetable Cro
Season 1968-1969," p. 28,

ps in Florida,

At present there is some talk of esiablishing toinato imgort quotas in order to
limit Mexicun imgoris and to give Florida growers a siable percen.‘cg; of annual domes=
tic tomato sales. The Florida Tomato Committee, representing Florida growers, as well
as Florida"s congressionul delegation, have both fomented for the cstablishment of such
a quota. Reporiedly these aitempis have been frusiraied by the formideble powers of
Sarry Coldwater and the US Staie Department. Goldwater is a defander of fomato
imports in that they are beneficiul to his heme state. The majoriiy of Mexican farm

produce is brought into the United States through Arizona; in Arizona border towns

bulk shipments of Mexicun tomatoes are inspected, cleaned, packed and shipped, thus

providing considerable employment in an otherwise depressed area. Lost jcbs are akin
L 3

to lost votes, hence Barry Goldwater has throwm his considerable political weight be-

hind the continued importation of Mexicen tomatoes wiihout the hindrance of a guota.,

In terms of international trade, Mexico was designated a favored nation in the Ken=

nedy Round of trade negoiiations. According te locai authorities, the US State

Depariment has therefore frustrated attempts to place a duty on iexican vegetables or
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in any way to limit their importation.

From the point of view of the ordinary farm worker, this sitvation is doubly
threatening. First, it would appcar that commercial tomaio growing in Lade County is
in for a rocky fulure. Al.%hough the truth of the statement, "V/hat is geod for local
agriculture is geed for the migranis, " is doubiful; the converse, "hat is bad news for
local agriculiure is worse news §ar the migrgnls " has a grim ring of iruth cbout it.

Secondly, local growers perceive the root of their preblem as being labor
casis. They ask themselves how they zan pessibly compate when they are paying
five, six, or seven times a:s much for labor c;s the growers in Mexico. So that now,
even mere than in the past, it i within the inferest of mancgement o pay as little as

possible io fis labor force. In fact, the major keys to survival would seem fo be fhe

limitaiion and reduction of lchor costs. Logical yes, but this iactic is diamelrizally

_opposed jo the needs of migrant farm workers: higher wages and more work .

The Futures

This study in no way pretends fo pradict the future of Dade Couniy's temato pro=
duction. But it must be said ihat, barring the limijation of Mexican imgeris, some pro-
found changes cie going to take place within the next decade. At present jhe Usiver-
sity of Florida and private industcy are daveleping a mechanical tomato picker which
practically would make migrant farm workers chsolate. At ifs presani siage of develop-
ment, the tomato picker is inefficient and dameges aﬂlcrge perceniage of the temaioes
it picks. Dut it is certain that in the near future toriate growers will have their Eli
Whiiney.

A noteworthy trend in the tomato business is that praduction is becoming con-

centraed in fewer and fewer hands. According to ihe Cade County cgriculiural cgent,

there are now 49 tomato growers operating in the couniy; three years ago there were

T
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nearly 150. This trend is in keeping with the national agricultural picture, small
family farming has given way to lerge scale mechanized production controlled by

corporate interests called “agribusiness.” Further censolidation of the tomato busi-

-ness will probably come hand in hand with the mechan ization of field work,

The future is not a bright cne for Dade Couniy's vegeigble and fomato growers,
Dimmer yet is the future of the eight to ten thousand migrant farm workers who come
here each year. Among the Mexican-American workers who migraie from the Rio
Grande Valley in Texas, their reason for coming here is ofien repeaicd: "There's no
work anymore in the Valley." And none there is; former vegetable growers are now
planting and harvesting sorghum, and cotton crops are almost entirely harvested by
machine. Obsolescence will not be a new experience, but it will siill be a bitter
one. Either growers and farmwerkers both will become obsolete as Dade County, ihe
victim of cheap Mexican labor, ceases to produce tomatoes; or else migrant workers
alone v/ill become chsolete as local farmers are saved by an inexpensive and efficient
harvesting machine-~a fomato picker which neods no wages, Social Securily, housii ;,
or schools for ifs children. And then what? The faitern is fumiliar, for somchow the
vords economy, efficiency and obsolescence have become synonomous in the etornal
push and pull of Am~rican labor and mancgement., . .

They claimed in the east that they're payin' too high,

They say thet your ore ain't worth digging ‘

That it's much cheaper down South American town,

Where the miners work almost for ncthing.

So the minegates locked down. . .

And the room smelled heavy from drinkin®.

Where 2 sad silent song made the hours fwice as long,

As | waited for the sun to go sink'ag. . ., .

~Bob Nylen’
"North Countiy Blues"
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. « . each Newt represenis some kind of economic value, the
value of a working force that lies latent in it vraiting for exploita-
tion. A Newt only costs a few cents g day to feed. . ., such an
investment would easily pay for iiself wiih any contracfor. . .

In all such cases it is a matter of collective action demanding
hundreds and thousands of working uniis, and of undertakings that
modern technique would never venture upon unless it had an
extremely cheap labor force at iis disposal .

~Karl Capek
War With ihe Newis

~-0JO-
TRABAJ O HAY'!

Se necesitan hombres y mujeres
a trebajar en Michigan, Ohio,

Florida y Colorado.

Para informacion completa
Pase Aqui.

=Sign in front of a labor contracior's office
Brownsville, Texas. July, 1969.

Each year during November, miarant ferm workeis begin io quieily drift into
Y ’

Dade Couniy. As Miami's beachfront hotals begin o fill with lourisis honing for a
g Ping

week of good weather, South Dade’s labor camps and lovr~cost housing arcas fill with
g P g

Negroes from Georgia, Puerto Ricans from New Jersey, Mexicans from Texas, and
white anglos from nowhere, all hoping for a geed fomaio and vegeidble season. fro-
vided there is work, the migrant labor force will remain in Dade Couniy until Agril or
May and then will depart for varied destinations. The seas;ncl high waier mark for the
size of the migrant force is traditionally in February when iomaio and vegelaole har-

vesis usually are heaviest.

18
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The initial concern of this study is Dade County’s Spanish speaking migrant
work force, A'generol background picturc? of the county's agricui!ure having been
presented, it is now time to focus upon Puerio Rican and Mexican-American migranis.
The' primary part of this focusing process will be done in ferms of numerical estimates
of migrant workers, descript.ions of life styles and migration patterns, and finally some

of the general prcblems encouniered by migrant workers will be discussed.

PART 1: Migrant Farm Workers; How Many ?

Any atiempt at accurately counting migrant workors s or evan estimating their
numbers is apt io lead o confusion. The ferm "migrant farm worker® lends ficelf o
several definitions and infergreiations, hence making e issue even more cloudy .
Migrant workers commonly slip by census-takers or local officials charged with recoid-
ing births and deaths. Nomeds, itinerants, wanderers, they live everywhere and no-

where. It is perhaps best to rresent the varied estimates ihat 2xist gad leave ihe
. ) &

preblem of an exact count to some patient computer,

Migrant Farm Workers in Floridas:

In Florida one commonly reads in newspapers and magazines ihat there are one
hundred thousand migranis at work here during the winter. This is a good round rumber,
one that is 2asy to remember, and it may well rep.-csent the actual nunber of migranis
at work during the peak of the season. The 1969 Floridg Migrant Child Suivey, con-
ducted by the University of Micmi, aitempied to arrive at an accurate ssiimaiz of the
state's migranis. A complex and raiher soghisticated meihod of avercging and counter-
balancing d.ifferen.‘ sources of information was devised. Tha findings as stated in the

study's report, Migrant Children in Floridu, estimated that during Florida's tvo peak
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season months, January and February, there were 61,694 and 61,627 migrant farm-

1

workers in the state.

Migrant Farm Workers in Dade County:

Estimates vary as to the nunber of migranis in Dade County during the crop
year. According to the office of the County Agricultural Agent, there are 10,0C0
" migrants working in Dade County’s fields during the February scaso‘ncl peak. At other
times during the winter season there are approximately 6,600 at work in ihe county,
The Agricultural Division of the Florida Industrial Commission set the meximum
seasonal number at 8,000 plus another 2,500 working in packinghouses.

Once again the figures stated by the Migrant Children in Florida Recert were
g g Y g |

lower than other estimaies: 3,260 migranis in Dad - Couniy during the month of Febru~
ary. This report made estimates for all twelve months of the year; it is of interest to

observe the yearly rise and fall of the countywide migrant population.

*
TABLE §

Dade County: Monthly Census of Migrant Farm Workers

Month No. of Migrants
Sept. 894
Oct. 2,621
Nov. 3,811
Dec. 4,484
Jan. 5,172
Feb. 5,260
March 4,910
April 4,392
May 1,755
June 535
July : 330
Aug. 353

*From, Migrant Children in Florida, Vol i, p. 681,

1E. John Kleinert, Migrant Children in Florida (Miami: University of Miami,
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Florida's Migrants, Ethnic Groups:

| ! According to the Migrant Children in Florida study, the florida and Dade
Counly migrant population is composed of three major cthnic groups. In terms of the
entire state, the Kleinert Report found more than half of the migranis {o be American

Negroes, and about a third of all migranis o be "Spanish-Amcrican” which includes

i both Mexican-Americans and Pucrto Ricans. The remainder are American Whites and
E” "West Indians" which includes Bahamicens, Jamaicans end Haitians.
TABLE 6*

Floridd Migratory Workers, By Ethnic Grouping and Sex

ETHNIC GROUPING MALE %age FEMALE %age

Negro 54.51 58.65

Spanish~American 33.44 29.31

White 10.57 11.30

West Indian 1.27 .57 -
Other .20 A7 N

*From, Migrant Children in Florida, Yol. 1, p. 153.

L 2 B 2R B Y ]

The Migrant Children in Florida study was largely besed on questionnaires
administered to 9,065 adult migrant workers randomly sampled in all of Florida's
counties where i'here\wcs significant migrant aciivity. Cre of ihe quastions asked was,
"What language do you spedk in the home?" In the entire siate, 67.70% answered
English, 27.71% answered Spanish, and 4.39% responded English and Spanish with
equal 5"requ:ancy.2 This would verify, in general terms, ihe findings of ihe above

lable.

in cooperation with the Florida State Board of Education, 1959), Vol. 1, p. 51.

2ibid., Vol. 1, p. 154.
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One of the more interesting discoveries of the Kleinert study was that, "Thc-a

interstate Spanish~American migrant coming into Florida ofien chooses his destination
. P

by crop preference rather than according to the current labor demcmd."3 Vegetable
crops seem to sirongly atiract the "Spanish~American” migrant population v/hile citrus
crops in ceniral Florida atiract American Negroes. !n the five major South Florida
vegetable producing counties of Dade, Palm Beuch, Collier, Hendry, and Lee, 62.11%
of the migranis inferviewed were "Spanish~American.” Conversel);, in the five major
central Florica ciirus counties of Polk, Lake, Orange, Highlands, and St. Lucie,

78.75% of the migranis interviewed were American Ncgroes while only 5.53% were

Spanish-American 4

Dada County's Migranis, Ethnic Groups:

In general terms, it is agreed upon that about half of Dade County's migrants
are Spanish speaking people. In this instance the officials of the Counly Agent's
Office, the Florida Indusirial Commission, as well as the Kleinert report are all in

agreement. The Migrant Children in Florida study found that 52,7% of the 643 ran-

domly interviewed adult migranis in Dade County were Spanish-American.

3thid., Vol. 1, p. 76.

4bid., Vol. 1, pp. 75 and 78.
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TABLE 7*

Dade County: Ethnic Group of Interviewees

Ethnic/Racial Group Number Percent
Mainland Negro 230 35.77
Mainland White 67 10.42
SPANISH AMERICAN 338 52.57
Bahamian & Jamaican 8 1.24

*From, Migrant Children in Florida, Vol. 1, p. 78.

In Dade County, in response to the question, "What language is*spoken in your
home?", 44.21% answered English and 41.21% said Spanish. 13.96% claimed that
they spoke boih languages wiih equal facility 3 Assuming that this latier group is com-
posed of bilingual Spanish-Americans, it could be siaied that 55.19% of Dade Coun-
fy's migranis speak Spanish. This checks with reasoncble accuracy against the figure

52.57% in the preceding table of ethnic groupings.

Dade Counly, "Spanish-Americans " Defined and Counted:

The term "Spanish-American" may be a useful one, as it was in ihe Kleinert
study, but in reality it is highly inaccurate: there is no such person as a "Spanish-
American.” Since the 182Cs jhose living in Spanish speaking paris of Lutin America
have declined to be termed “Spanish-Americans.” Likewise, if cne were fo cqll a
Spaniard living as a resident in the United States a "Spanish-American, " he probably
would be technically cerrect, but by using the last half of ihis appellation, one would
be lefi with a highly insulied Spaniard. In the Rocky Mountain S?cn‘el‘s there are sevaral
thouscnd Basque sheephierders, most of‘ whom have spent the major pertion of jheir lives

in this counfry, Perhaps these shepherds technically could be called “Spanish-Americans,”

Sbid., Vol. I, p. 1099,
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but the double-barrelled insult of calling a Basque an An;erbm as weli'as a Spaniard

would probably load to bloodshed. The only alternative is to drop the term altogether.,

In Dade County Spanish speaking migrant workers are eiiher Mexican Ameri-
cans from Texas (known also as Texas-Mexicans or Chiconos’*'--Mexiccns born in
Mexico who are working in the US either legally or illegally-~) and Puerio Ricans .
Perhaps there are a few Dominicans or Hondurans working in the temaio fields : but fo
date they have not been seen of counted.,

It is of interest fo note that no Cuban refugces were found jo be working as ficld
hands in Dade County. Reasons for this are prebably that the vast majority of.Cubcns
who are in Florida are urban people, and that family connections or the Cuban Refugee
Assistance Progrem have allowed exiles fo get along wiihout going 1o the ficlds . Cen-
versely, tomato packinghouse work is largely done by Cuban exiles. An agent of the
Florida Industrial Commission in Princeton claimed that 25% of the county's packing=-
house work (washing, sorting, culling, and crating) is done by Cubans.

During the past iemato season this writer worked for several days in a Perrine
,cgckinghouse. There it was observed that at least half of the workers were Cubans ’
mainly women and middla aged men. Packinghouse work has becoma an established
and accepted secsonal job for many Cuben housewives and scnior family members,
Each fomato season informal carpools and telephone networks (which announce wheher

or not there is work cach morning) are established in Miami's Cuban community. But

other than in this limited aspect, Dade County's Cubans do not appecr fo be involved

*Chicanos are Mexican-Americans who live in Texas
where in the US. The term originally comes from the Yaqui
ie word mexiccno; the Yaquis proriounced the "x" as g
and now "Chicano. "

s the Southwest, or any-
Indion prenunciation of
"ch"~~heace "mechicano M
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in agricultural activities.

According 1o the Florida Industrial Commission, 35-40% of Dade's migranis
are ejther Mexican or Mexican-Americans, and 10% are Puerio Ricans. This estimate
is roughly borne out by the Miami office of the Florida Employmcn.t Sarvice which
claims that, according to last year's reporis from growiers, there were 925 Puerio Rican
migranis in the couniy at peak season. Onec other source, Mr. Wendell Rc;llason,
executive director of the Redlands Migrent Ministry, has sialed in a recent inferview

that there are prcbably around 600 Puario Rican migranls in Dade County.

The Migrent Children in Florida study does nsi throw much light on ihis ques~

£ d

tion. Adult migrant inferviawees were asked, "Where were you born?" But the rasulis
of this inquiry are given only on a statewide basis; this at lcast mdicaies scmething

about the composition of the Spanish speoking migrant population.

TABLE 8*

A Rank Ordering of the Six Most Fraquently -
Responded Places of Birth . : -
(For entire staie)

% of Sitatewide Migrant

Birthplace Populaiion
Texas 18,11
Georgia 17.75
Florida 15.50
Alabama 9.23
Puerto Rico 8.99
Mexico , 5.31

*Erom, Migrant Children in Florida, Vol. 1, p. 145,

It would not be too daring to assume that almcst ull'of ihese migrents born in
Texas are Mexican-Americans. The 8.99% responding that Puerto Rico was the place

of birth roughly reflects the nin2 or ten percent of Dade's migranis as indicaied by

other sources . 1t would be reasonable to assume on ihe basis of the above ectimates
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that the number of Puerto Rican migrants in Dade County lies somewhere between 600
and 1,000 workers at the peak of the vegetcble season.  ©

Worthy of note is the fact that 5.31% of the migranis interviewced stated that
they were born in Mexico. This would include people who have gained US citizenship,
those viho have been granted work permits, and an occasional weiback. Work permits
are issued to those who have achieved lawful admission to the US as immigranis. In
order fo obiain an immigrant visa the immigrant must obtain a "labor certification®
which is a beparimenf of Labor clearance to the effect that there is shortage of
workers in the applicant's occupol:ion . Upon gaining labor certification and a visa,
Mexican citizens are granted border cjoss ing permits known as "green cards" with
which they may enter the US freely and work where they please,”
. No one will ever be able to state the exact number of migranis in any given
area. In asense, migratory farm workers are truly "citizens of nowhere. " During the
harvasting season they five quietly hidden away in labor camps which are found away
from the main roads. At the scason's end they quietly fade cut of ihe county a few at
a time in pickup trucks, the family car, or baitered old busses., By the nature of their
being migranis, Dade County's field hands are fated to arrive, .“oq-;/ork,. io wait for
work, and to depart unseen and unconsidered by Miami's tourisis and proud homeowners.

Some of us are illegal, and others are not wanted,

Our work contracts are out and we've got jo move on,
Goodbye to my Juan, Goodbye Rosalita

*It is not a difficult matter to prove to the Department of Labor that a labor
shortage exists in the applicant's occupation. Likewise, there is no way to assure that
the immigrant will continue working in that occupation for which he was certified.
At present, there are some 650,000 green card holders dispersed throughout the United
States and Mexico according fo the Texas Good Neighbor Commission (Texas Migrant
Labor, 1968 Migration). Needless to say, green card holders constitute rq genuine
threat of compeiition to exican-American workers in the Southwest, in Texas, and
in California.




Adios mis amigos Jesus y Maria . . .
~Woody Guthrie
"Plane Wreck at Los Gatos"

PART 2: The Life Styles and Migration Patterns
of Dade County's Spanish Speaking Migrants

California, Arizona | make all your crops
Then its north up to Oregon to gather your hops
Dig beets from your ground, cut the grages from your vine
To set on your table your light sparkling wine .
~Weody Guthrie
"Pastures of Plenty"

Surprisingly enough, the Spanish speaking migranis who coma c.1ch year fo
Dade County in search of work co so in a rather consisteni and orderly fashion. The
popular image of raggle-taggle bands of gypsies who straggle fo ihe fields cach year
is a false one. The majority of migrants who come here come to earn meney, and
hence they have developed rational, functional patierns of travelling, living, and
working as any oihar wege earner must do. In reality, it should be no surprise that
migrant workars® lives are so ordered; yet.in a society which couples a parmaneni resi-
dence with the idea of respecicbility, and a socicly where the word "aigrant” can be
used as a disparaging term, this may well be surprising.

The actual routes of travel and the life styles of Dade Couniy's Mexican-
American cnd Puerto Rican are quité distinct, but the reasons for migrating and for
coming here cach year are very similar. The annual arrival of migrants in South Flor=
ida can be pretty well atiributed to one overall motivation; economics. There is

agricultural work in South Florida while there is none in the rest of the eastern

United States. The brecader reaching qucstion of why migranis ecrn their living b
q y mig )4

migrating and doing ferm work will be investigated in this study. But the existence of
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migrations and migrant workers was perhaps most succinctly expressed in 1928 at a
national conventicn of social workers: "Now the Mexican's (Mexican-American and
Puerto Rican) habils are not migratory, but the habiis of the indusiries which furnish
him a livelihood most certainly are."® Puerto Ricans and Mexican-Americans migrate
here each year because they cre forced to by their own lack of skills, local employ-
mert conditions, and nature's own seasonal changes. The cold fact remains that there
is litile employment in rural Puerto Rico or south Texas, at given times of the yec;r
when there is work here; albeit woik that does not pay well and work that requires
certain hardships; hence migranis and migrations .

Migrants as a group do not move about in a regimented fashion; their comings
and goings are as varicd end confusing as those of any group of people. But there are
general patterns of movement and general life styles which are more or less aeld in
common by the migrant groups being discussed. Hopefully these movement patterns
and life styles can be rationally sorted out and presented without creating false "typical"
migrants and hvo-dimensional stereotypes.

In years past, the majority of Florida's migranis fravelled north in vhat is still
known as the "east coast migrant stream." These migranis, mainly American Negroes,
spent November fhrough May in Florida and then follovred the east coast vegetable,
potato, and strawberry crops northward, finishing the season picking apples in upstate
New York. This stream still exisis, more than half of Florida's migranis are Blacks,

and a large percenicge of them move north in this esicblished fashion. Thase migrenis,

éQuoted in: Nick C. Vaca, "The Mexican-American in the Sociol Sciences,
1912-1970," €1 Grito, Vol. I, No. 3 (Spring, 1970), p.20. Original source
cited by Vaca: Charles Thomson, "Mexicans-An Interpretation, " Mational Cenferance
of Social Work, 1927, o. 532. '
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although not within the focus of this study, deserve at least gassing comment. Ameri-
can Negro migranis who travel "up the stream™ are, in the opinion of this writer, the
Jast irue American agriculiural pcons. They are people, even among migrants, whose
existence is most characterized by poverty, disease, illiteracy, rooilessness, enti-
social behavior, and exploitation. This is a strong statement which may be subject to
challenge on academic cr other grounds. If this siudy has dra'.;m any conclusions at
all, one of the major conclusions is that Dade Counly's Sganish specking migranis kave
managed to maintain a funciional and vic:bl.c secial existence as a subeuliure while liv-
ing and working in a centext of poor wages, oo liiile work, subsicndurd housing, and
a general sense ¢f alienation. This cannot b said of the majority of the Black migrants
working in the east coast siream, Their conditions fairly shout for rapid cnd massive
action o betier iheir lot in the same naiion that preduced meonrockels, a iauliibillion
dollar war machine, and electric foothbrushes. The shout goes unheard.

Perhaps the best informaiion source or commeniary cn these migranis is a CBS

television documeniary tiiled "Harvest of Shame." Also iwo excellent monographs,

They Follow the Sun and On the Season, have beon gublishad by the Flarida State

Board of Iealth .7

Dade County's Seanish Seeaking Migrents

1. The Puerto Ricans. Puerto Ricans and Mexican-Amaricans are highly dis-

tinct from one arother both as culiural groups aid as migranis. In fact, ihe mere one

TEarl L. Koos, Thay Follow ihe Sun (Jacksonville, Florida Sict2 Bcard of
Health, Bureau of Maternal and Child Health, 1957). Robert H. Brewning and Travis
J. Northcutt, On the Season (Jucksonville, Florida State Bourd of {{calih, Bureau of
Maternal ond Child Healih, 1981 Edward R. Morrow (ed.), “Harvest of Shame, "
CBS Television Report, 1960,
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observes these fwo groups, the more of a fallacy it seems o lump them-into one group,
be it "Spanish speaking," "Spanish-American, " or "Spanish surnamed”; all of these
group terms infer a similarity which is not really existent. First of all, in the conic .t
of south Florida's Spanish speaking migrant population, Puerto Ricans are gr eatly in
the numerical minority. Attempfs to estimate their numbers have already been

indicated; of imporiance here is simpf; - at when one refers to the Spanish speaking
migranis of Dade County, one by and large is speaking of Mexican-Americans rather
than Puerto Ricans.

As a greup, the Puerto Rican migrents posses; several distinguishing churacter-
istics. Most notable is the fact that the mci;ri’.y of Puerio Ricaiis who harvest in
Dade’s ficlds are men who come here singly wiihout families . While Mexican~-Ameri-
can migrant employment is largely a family affair, those Puerio Ricans who migrate
are mainly young, single men. In the course of gathering information for this siudy,
sixteen Puerto Ricans were formatlly interviewed, all of them were single men, and all
except ihree were in their {weniies or carly thirties. This raiher haphazard sample is
nearly meaningless in iiself, but it is correborated by local authorijies~~for example,
the Princeton Farm Labor Office and various migrani camp managers who all siate ihat
there are "very few" Puerto Rican families who migrate fo south Dade each year,

The v.ord "single” in this case, may or may not mecn unmarried; vhat is import-
ant is that the men migrate to Florida alone. In the cese of about half of the men
interviewed, they were married but had left their wive.s in either Puerto Rico, New
Jersey, or Now York. The result in any case is that most Puerto Ricans in south Dade
live as single men in barracks-like dormitories, eating in common dining halls.

As could be expécted, although Mex. .-American and Puerio Rican arrivals

and departures in Dade County coincide, their patterns of migration are quite distinct.
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Puerio Ricans travel a riangular route, migrating between south Florida, Puerto Rice,

and the New York/New Jersey area. Most Puerto Ricans arrive in Dade County in
November or December, or earlier if there is cultivating work availcble. They work
here for the duration of the tomato and vegetable season and then they leave in April
or May. There are few reporied cases of Puerto Ricans werking their way north in the
"stfeam" as many Blacks do; rather most of them travel direcily to New Jersey, Dela- ~
ware, or castern Pennsylvania. At this time there is werk cui;'ing—asparc:gus, ard later
harvesting spinach, letiuce, and turnips. Agriculiural work in the norih coniinues

into September; afier the first fow frosis, Pt;eri'o Rican migrenis begin iheir slack sea-
son. Where they go and what they do from mid-Sepiember ihrough Movember is an
individual matter; scme go fo NMew York City where they may have fumily and they may
find work=-others fly o Puerio Rico also to visit fumily Giid s2ck temperary work. n
mid-Nove.am'oer they agcin appear in Florida, having come by Greyliound from New‘

York or having flow: from San Juan. There are many variaticns on this basic travel

patiern, and these variaiions are facilitaied by the fact that air farcs beiween Miami

and San Juan and San Juan and New York Ciiy are nearly the same, hence workers

may and often do fly from New York to San Juan and then on o Miami, depending on
family situations, budget, ihe availabilily of work, cnd so forth,

The field workers who come io south Florida are osiensibly not a part of the
New York City/San Juan Puerto Rican populaticn which has been siudicd and described
by Clarence Senior and Oscar Lewis. The Puerio Rican migrant farm werkers are sirongly
rural people who have perhaps spent time in San Juan or New York but wiio have not
been urbanized nor have they masiered the urban milieu su;;ﬁcicntly to carn a living
from it. An official of the Florida Industrial Commission, Mr. Bricn Page, recounted

the story of a south Dade grower who,during the 1963 growing season, found himself




with a bumper crop of tomatoes, a favorable market, but with almost no workers to do

the picking. He thus arranged, through a contact in New York, to charter busses and
hire about a hundred and fifty men from Spanish Harlem. This proved {o be ro problem,
and three or four days later he had his nien in the ficld. All of the men had needed |
employment when in New Yoik and cll had agreed to the grower's wage, hence the
situation looked ideal. However, none of the men had been field workers before,

and other than the fact ihat they needed work, none were particularly attracted fo
"stoop" labor. By the end of the same week the grower had only half of his Puerto
Ricans left, and midway inio the second week s 50 the siory goes, all of them had
either left to look for work in Miami or had returned io New York.

Most of the Puerio Ricans interviewed claimed ihat they were frem San Juan.
But upon further questioning, they revealed that they wera born in the islend’s interior,
nad spent large protions of their lives there, and ihat they still hed closely related
family members in the campo.

The number of Puerio Rican migrants in Dade Couniy scems {o ba sieadily dim-
inishing . For example, in the late 195Cs John W. Caragbell, one of the county's mosi
importont temato grov rs, used a harvesting crew made up almest entirely of Puerto
Ricans as well as a few Negroes. Since 1950 fewer and fewer Puerio Ricans have
come back each year, until now only about 10 percent of Camubell's field workers ara
Puerio Ricans. This situation is reflected throughout Dade County's migrant populaiion.

The fading away of the Puerio Rican migranis is explained by four diffarent
theories which all seem o compliment each other and indicate irends which have fuken

place in the past ten years. First, Puerto Rican migrations in genercl to the mainland

8

US have steadily dropped off in the past decade., is may be due to increased

8Stanley L. Friadlander, lLabor Mj
Mass .: MIT Press, 1968), v. 114, /_/

tion and Economic Growih (Cambridge,
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employment cpportunities in Puerto Rico or it may be due to New York's oversaturation
with Puerto féiccns . Secondly, many of the earlier migrant workers have setiled into
urban life in New York cr New Jersey, or elsc ihey have found year-round agricul-
tural work in the New Jersey-Delaware~Pennsylvania area.” Thirdly, many Puerio

" 14

Rican migrants have married or brought their wives o south Florida cind thus have had
less inclination fo migrate north end south each year. Many have sziiled in Dade
County either in Miemi where there is a sizable Puerio Rican barrio, or ihey have
found year-round agricultural or semi-agricultural work in souih Dade. Many have

found work with year-reund flower and iropical fruii furms end many others work as
maintenance men or semiskiiled employces of local growers. The fourih end final
reason why Puario Rican migrainis have become scarcer is thaf they have been re-
placed by a rapidly growing Mexican~American migrani labor force. Whathar or not
Puerto Ricans will disappear completely from the Dade Counly agriculiural scene is
almost imgossible to predict. The Puerio Rican decrease may have levelled off, or

the irends of ihe past decade might continue uniil ihere are literally ro Puerio Ricen

migranis left in Dade Ceunty.

2. The Mexicen-Americans .

El carcelero le preguiaba;
Espanol eres? Y el contesio
Soy maxicano y orgullo serlo
Aunque me meguen a mi el perdon.
—Anonymous
"Vida, procezo y muerie de Aurclio Pompa®

Mexican~-Americans, in proporticn fo the migrant populaticn, and in aciual

*An example of this is the mushreom business which is flourishing (if n*l.s,'zroon.s
can be said to "flourish®) in New Jusey. There the culfivating, harvesting and pack~
ing of these mushrcoms is done almost entirely by Puerto Rican ex-migranis.
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numbers, are increasing each year in south Florida. They first arrived after the "big

freeze " of 1955 and 1956; ever since that year Mexican-Americans have become more
and more numerous in Dade County and are increasingly in demand by growers. As
has been pointed out, it is extremely difficult fo ascertain how many Mexican=
Americans have worked in Dade County in recent years. If we accept the popular
estimate that Dade County employs 10,000 migranis during the peak season, and then
we accept the commonly stated proportion that 46% of the couniy's migranis are
Mexican-Americans, then the staiement. cot{ld be made that during the January-March
period there are somewhere around 4,000 Mexican~American migranis in Dade County,
This extremely crude estimaic will have o siand, but it is a corafort, af least, o have
some estimate- in mind while discussing the county's Mexican~American migrant popu-
lation.

While Puerio Rican migranis come as single men, ihe great majority of Mexican-
Americans come in family groups. Husbands, wives, children, grandmoihers, in~laws;

Chicenos come to Dade Couniy in any and all gessible family combinations. It is this
V4 Y F 7/

trait of travelling, living, and working logether boih as nuclear and exiended families,
that is the key, more then any other single facior, to undersianding Mexican-Americens

> .
as migrant workers in Bade County.

The Kleinert study found "Spanish-American migrenis o have a mean family
unitsize (ihat is, living under the same roof) of 4.83 members—-a family size larger
ihan that of Negrocs or whites 2 actualiiy this figure is prchably lower than ihe
mean family size for Mexican-Amarican femilies, for the category "Sganish-American"

includes Pucrio Ricans vho generally travel as single men.

Kleinert, Migrant Children in Florida, Vol. I, p. 157. The mean family size
for American Negro migranis was 4.64 and for whites it was 4.27.
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It would be safe to say that almost all of the Mexican-American migrant group

comes from southern Texas, mainly from the four Lower Rio Giande Valley counties of
Starr, Hidalgo, Willicy, and Cameron. The Rio Grande Valley area, which composes
the southmost tip of Texa’, has a population which is more than £0% made up of people
of Mexican descent. |0 The "Valley" is an agricultura'l arca and is markedly non-
industrial; most crops, coiton and sorghum, are cultivaied and heorvested by machine,
thus providing little employrient. Most of the Chicanos who nonulaie ihis area are
rural or semi-rural people. Unemployment is e>;iremely high in the Rio Grande Valley,
prices are depressed, and ihere is litile generalized ecoiomic aciivily; it is iruly an
underdeveloped area ¢f ihe Uniied States.

Realizing the degrec of ruraliiy of ihe inhabiiunis of the Valley and the high
perceniage of unciaployment, gnd finally, reclizing that Mexicans and Moexican-
Americans have traditionally been employed in groups to iravel and work in the United
States, heavy yearly out-migraiions from the Valley appear to be a natural and in-
evitable response to an otherwise intolerable economic siiuation.

In 1968 there were 395,076 people living in the {our counties ihut com‘;:ose
the Lower Rio Grande Valley. According io a report published in 1968 by the Texas
CGood Neighbor Commission (formerly the Texas Council on Migrant Lebor), 40,500
adult farm workers migrated from the Valley in 1968.11 his figure is prasumed to be
extremely low, for it was based upon the number of migranis who registered with the
Texas Employment Comsission, and it is commen kiiowledge that large numbers of

workers do not boiner to register. ‘

10ys Burcau of Census, 1980,

MTexas Good Neighbor Commission, Texas Migrant Lebor, The 1968 Migration

(1 .p.: Texas Good Neighbor Commission, 1968), Appendix, p. 2.
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In any case, large numbers of Mexican'-Americans flow out of the Rio Grande
Valley each year to seck work in the nation's fields. It was observed by this writer
that the major poriion of those who migrate have roofs in the Valley, migranis often
own a house and almost invariably have kinship ties to the Valley. Hence migrations
are conceived of as temporary trips out of the Valley with ihe object of reiurn firmly
in mind. The importance of this altachment to a town or a barrio is primary to under~
sianding Mexican-American migrants.

In their own concepiions of themselves they are not wanderers but a pesple
wiith an esteblished home and homeland which they must leave each year and io which
they return as often as possible. It is inieresiing io note ihat when Mexican~Ameri-
cans speak of Florida fieldwork wiages, ihey frequenily will do so in terms of how much
can be brought back to Texas at the season’s end. Money brought back, ihe re‘:al
"orofit" of a year's migration, is used to sustain the family while not werking, or to
improve one's house, buy a new fruck, or pay taxes and bills-~hardly the spending
patierns of a rootlcss or nomadic people.

Typically, migraiion patierns are described by migranis in terms of i.ourneys
out of and back to the Rio Crande Valley. In Movember or December families will
drive, usually in a pickup fruck with a camper arrangement in back, from scuthern
Texas to souihern Florida, a three or four day irip. Upon arrival, families will seek
out housing and employment end then siay in the area as long as possible. In good
years this would mean ikat a "typical" femily will siay in Pade Couniy from some
time in November until mid-May. In years when work is scarce, there is consider-
cble migration within Florida. [or example, a family which has been working in
Dade County for the tomato season may pack up for Collier County’s melon crop when

Dade's tomatoes thin out. Or if the weather has been unfavorable in Dade County,
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migrants will go to Palin Beach County in hopes that weather cenditions and crops
may be more favorable there. Another frequent intrastate migrant pattern involves
staying and working in Dade or Collier Counties as late into the jomato or vegetcble
season as possible and then working in the later tomato harvests of the Ruskin area
(Hillsborough County) on Florida's west coast through the months of Muy and carly
June.

As Florida's lust vegetable crops are harvestad, usually by lare May or early
June, Chicancs drive back to the Rio Grande Valley jo rest a few weaks, repair their
houses and cars, visit their families, end relax.

In June and early July heavy out-migrations fuke place from souih Texas. The
Mexican-American farmworkars who come io Florida are a minority among the Rio
Grande Vulley migranis. Most people who migraie go norih at ihis fime fo Obio,
Michigan, Colorado, Wisconsin, and even as far away as New Jersey, in order to
harvest summer and early fall crops. It is in this ouiflow that the Florida migrant
usually makes his second trip of the year, reiurning io the Vallay in Scpierber or
October. Afier the summer migratica, the Florida-bound migrant and his family v/ill
remain at home in the Valley uniil around November when they will begin the cycle
again, driving around the rim of the Gulf of Maxico to south Florida.

In search of work, Mexican-Amzrican migranis who travel the Texas~Florida-
Texas-Michigan-Texas route, drive thousands of miles cach year. Ona of the most
frequently heard complainis made chout migrating ¢s a means of earning a living is
that excessive traval and ilie hazards of the road make migrating a very dangerous

.
occupation,

While in Dade County most Mexican-Americans live in small enclavas either
I4

in farm labor camps or in other areas where inexpensive housing can be found. The

N
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Migrant Children in Florida study found that the mean weckly rent paid by migranis

in Dade County was $11 .33.12 his year five million dollars in federal monies have
been granted and lpaned to south Dade housin~ authorities for the construction of new
migrant housing facilities. This action was largely spurred by the death - f three
Mexican-American children whose house burnt to the ground last Christmas. This took
place at the now closed, four~hundred family Krome Avenue Labor Camp, known
locally as "Mexico City." At peak season there traditionally has been a scarcity of
migrant housing and there is alviays a lack of suitable, decent housing. In exiremely
bad years, migrant farm workers have been forced to camp out en masse on the banks
of south Dade's irrigation canals while ihey wait for work or a place to live.

You'll be a~campin® by a diich, you an’

fifty other famblies. An' he'll look in

your tent to see if you got anything lef

to eat. An'if you got nothin'; he says,

'Wanna job ?'

~John Steinbeck
The Grapes of Wrath, 1939

The presence of several thousand Mexican~Americans in south Dade for a few
.months each year gives the area an unusual cultural overlay. A ilomesiecd radio
siation on weekends broadcasis "Fiesta Mexicana® which featurss Mexican music and
announcers who broadeast in Spanish of the Mexican variety. A Caiho'!ic church in
Coulds holds regular Sunday afternocn Mexican~American fiesta, complete with
polkas and tom;:les . Most souih Cade grocery stores sicck Jalapeno chilss and other

!

Mexican foods. And from the open door of Moreno's tortilleria in Perrine, the sounds
of the latest Jorge Negrete album, played full blast, the squecking of a tortilla mak-

ing machine, and the aroma of baking corn meal all mirgle and waft onto South Dixie

Highway . .

12leinert, Vol. 2, p. 1135.
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The relationship between Mexican-American and Puerio Rican migranis is not

a cordial one. Puerto Ricans often claim that the Chicaros are clannish and aloof.
Mexican-Americans stereotype the Puerto Ricans as uncouth, as Negroes, as drunkards,
and as violence-prone wastrels. This markedly chilly relationship beiween the two
groups is probably caused by three factors. First, Puerlo Ricans are frequently super-
vised by Mexican-American crew chiefs and overseers-~this situation leads fo countless
pety slighis and grudges which may well be gencralized 1o include all Pucrto Ricans or
all Mexican-Americans. Sccondly, Puerio Rican men ceme o Florida alone; Chicanos
come as families and i this sense do appear to ba clannish. Whai would appear jo be

a issue here is that Mexican~Americans feel ihat they must at times close ranks in

-order fo protect wives and daughters from Puerio Rican men who ure viewed to be a

generally bad class of people and, in ihis case, as predaiors.
Finally, if one looks at ihe overall trends in the migrant lebor force, it aprears
that Mexican-Americans are becoming the dominant migrent group while Puerto

Ricans and Nagroes are being displaced. Growers almost uncnimously fuvor Maxican-

American work crews over othars because ihey are repzatedly claimad o be “depend-

cble

Mexican-Americens migrate to south Florida in increasing nuniers because
they nced work and it is availchle here. In iis own way, ihis is a very hapny and
comfortcble situation for both growers and Mexican-American migranis, but Ncgroes
and Puerlo Ricans, assuming that they want to continue work ing as migranis, are 'os-
ing out fo Chicano competition. Mexican-Americans are very well equipped to com=-
pete in the lcbor market, largely due to their working ard travelling as family groups.
Families add a stebility which leads growers to sneak of “depcndability . For examiple,

a single man may stay in bed to nurse a Monday morning hangover rather than go to




work, clearly making that man undependable in the cyes of a grower or overseer.

But a man, living with his wife and several children, sufiering from a similar Monday
morning hangover, will probably siruggle out of bed and go io work anyway. Fami-
lies exert a quiet but firm social pressure on a man that will usually lead io more regu=~
lar work habits or "dependability ."

The fact that Mexican~Americans often work in family groups as well, allows
them to accept work which many single men will not bother with; growers, knowing
that the work must be done, look upon this as responsible or "dependable™ behiavior.
Typically, Mexican-American familics 1'urn.'out to work in the ficlds logether, thus
providing scveral incomes for the sume houschold. Due fo this fact they can afford o
acdept lower pay, for work that is deemed by oihers as undesirable.

This does not mecn that if Chicanos, Puerio R.icans, and Negroes ara working
side by side the Mexican-American contingent will be gaid less. The pinch usually
comes about in the followiing manner: if a grower is looking for a crew to do a day's
work that will not pay wéll, for example, picking tomatoss in a field that has been
twice picked before, or doiiig work that is paid on an hourly basis such as weeding,
many will refuse fo do the work even though ihere is none oiher availchle. A Mexi-
can-American, thinking of his many mouths to feed end his mortgaged house hack in
Texas, will turn out wiih his wife and perhaps his two oldest children io do the day's
work; a day's wage, even though low, if multiplied by four, may be a respeciable
day's pay. This is once again a comfortable arrangement for the grower, who geis his
work done, and the worker, who has earnad a day's pay, even though the per hour.,
per capita wage was not a living wage. Once cgain this is. deemed as “"dapendable"
by growers; the word "dependable, " so used, begins to take on a new and sinister

meaning. Meanwhile fewer and fewer Puerto Ricans come back to south Florida;




they have been out-compieted in the labor market.

Cheap labor is considered a divine right by agribusiness,
and agribusiness will do anything and everything to make sure
the divine right is granted.

~Cesar Chavez
Delano, California

Spring, 1969

PART 3: Migrant Farm Workers as a Social Froblem

I pity the poc' immigrant
Who tramples through the mud’
Who fills his mouth with laughing
And who fills his town with blood.
Whose visions in the final end
Must shatter like the glass.
| pity the poor immigrant
When his gladness comes 1o pass.

-Bob Dylan

"I Pity the Poor Immigrant"

At various times since the De;pressicn, America’'s fickle finger of social con-
science has pointed to migrant farm workers as being beset with social preblems, or as
being a social preblem themselves. In the middle and laic 196Cs, the country seemed
to become vaguely aware of the "plight" of farm workers to ihe point that it is now
common knowledge ihat cne of our sociely's many social ills is e “migrent preblom.”
In reality, numerous individuals, organizations, and government agencies have be-
come concerned,“in a veriety of ways, with migrant work.ers . When this miner deluge
of observation and study will turn info action end social change is crother matter.

It is felt thet any investigaiion of migrant workers must, in scme way, point
out that massive end complex social preblems are very much a part of iliz life of migrant

life. How o do this boggles the mind, fer the broad definition and description of

general migrent problems is not the major focus of this siudy. Prchlem areus are so
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numerous and complicated and are so subject to an infinite number of definitions and
points of view, that the best possible treatment of migrant problems here must be con-
cise, unquantified, grossly over-simplified and under-explained.

The work that migrant workers ce is hard, their living conditions miserable, and
their pay, although under ideal conditions may at times be high, is poor when calcu-
lated on a per annum basis. Typically, the migrant is called upon io do field work
which involves continued stooping and lifting. The jcbs are usually diriy; exhausting
and boring. They tend fo live and work in isolated areas, well away from the comforts
and stimuli of twentieth century urban and suburben American life.

The housing provided is often dilapidated and lacking in adequaie ventilation,
toilels and barhipg facilities, Health services are usually remote from migranis® work
locations and living areas, and usually are beyond iheir means. Resultingly, migrant
farm workers and their families suffer disproportionately from preventable infective
and parasitic diseases. Because they do not receive checkups and regular medical
care, migranis seek medical help only when acuiely siricken.
| Since migrants are harvesting food crops it is ironic to noie malnuirition as one
of their problems. Due fo their poverty, remoteness from markeis, and goor traditional
dielary hcbits, many migrants are il fed when compared with the rest of society .

Education and fraining services for the children of migranis and migrant work-
ers themselves are inadequaie, alihough saveral hopeful advances have been made.
Nevertheless, the cducation of migrant children, fregmented by frequent moves and
made threatening by languege difficultics and an apparent lack of hospitality by local
schools, must be greatly relormed before it will equip the majerity of migrant children
to be anything other than migranis,

As scasonal wanderers present in communities for a relatively short time,
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migrants often find no one interested in assuming responsibility for their welfare. By
law or by practice, migranis are usuﬁlly cut off from the normal range of community ser-
vices. Their labor is necded, but their gresence in many communitics is resented or at
best, tolerated. Not infrequently they encounter discrimination aind extra-legal
restrictions.

Migrant {arm workers, although often hungry, q:'c not usually able to qualify
for government food disiribution programs. Although they are ofien unamployed, they
are not covered by unemployment insurance. Though they are in financial need, they
are fiequently barred frem vaceiving public assistence by residence requirements. Theugh
working in a hazardous occupation=-ihe injury and fatalily rates of the couniry's farm
workers are only exceedad by the mining and consiruction indusirics=-they are excluded
from workmen's compensation, or at best, are only partially coverad. And alikough in
need of government aid and reforms, they cannot usually meet the residence require-
menis which weuld allow them to vote in their intercsts.

Finally, farm workars as a group are not organized and have little scusz of
commonality, in fact ihey are often divided by latent or aciive hostilities among
themselves . These hestilities are often a direct result of competiiion for the same
work opportunities and viages, much as we iave seen in the cuse of ihe Puerio Rican
and Mexican-American hostility displayed in Dade County.

Disorganized and wiikout the same collective bargainirg rights possessed by
other Americen workers, migrant workers are not only' underraid, underfed and poorly
educated, they arc poverless in the context of their work situation, powerless ir the
context of American society, and powerless before their de;ﬂnies .

The entire siication is made more lomentable by the fact that this seems to be

a constant, and by now "normal® social paitern. In 1932 Paul S. Taylor wrote a bock




44

An American Mexican Frontier, about Mexican-Americans at home and a-migrating

in the American Southwest. His impressions, alihough formed in the Southwest nearly

forty years ago, are still'valid in south Florida in 1970:

Mexican lebor was welcome in ihe Southwest because it filled
a labor need not likely to be met by workers of Anglo status at the
wages and under the working conditions which the farmers of the
Southwest were prepared to provide. The warmth of fheir welcome
is in proportion to their willingness to continue to fill this need
vsithout becoming ambitious for something different, and their
willingness io keep their place in social maiters .

The foregoing staiemenis and cb.scrvgfions are prosented unhindered by siatis-
tics and fooinotes, and they may well be challenged fc;r a variely of raasons, Yet
the fact reinains that migrant workers, Mexican-Americans in particular, form a hard-
working, law abiding, and in their own terms, socially funciional group. Yet migrant
work;ars, while living within the American value teneis of hard work and respect fer

the law, are cbviously receiving unequal benefiis from a highly prosperous socicty

which was founded on the belief of equality of opportunity fer all.

Bpaul s. Taylor, An American Mexican Frontier (Chapel Hill: University of
North Carolina Press, 1932), p. 250.
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When men work, particularly when men travel to work, it is customary that

they organize themselves both formally and informally. Organization implies a groy
y org y y. Org ; P

with a leader who carries out specific duties within the context of the work and travel

situations. When men travel across space and cultural boundarics in search of work,

it appears that there is even more of a tendency to fall into some form of organiza-

tional paitern for protectica and for security. Oscar Handlin, in his now classic The
Uprooted, noted ihis organizational paitern among European immigranis fo the United

States.

The men banded logether in gangs and worked icgeiher under a
leader . That was the way that seemed groper to those who had once
been peasanis. As the scale of hiring was enlarged and as the pro-
cess became more complicated, management of the labor of the
group fell entirely into the hands of the leader--"boss" he was usu-
ally called, but "sadrone by the lialians and the Greeks. Ultim-
ately, he negotiated a single coniract for the lot, assuming himseif
the expense of mainiaining them, and reta’~ing for himself a profit
from the iransaction. Before long . this means of organizirg con-
struction labor became so lucrative for the padrone that he turned
into a species of subcontracior, built up new gangs on his own ini-
tiative, and often also recruited members from his counirymen
abroad.!

South Florida's Sranish speaking migranis have organized ihemselves inio werk
)

groups under the dircction of various iypes of leaders. Such organization is done io

efficiently locate work, provide security in case of hardship or emargency, and gen-

erally o maximiza the sclf-interest of all inv-lved. It is these diverse worker group

!

H

iypes and their leaders which are the major focus of this study. As perhaps with the

study of any human behavior, the more closely it is investigaied, {he mcre varied and

-

10s¢ar Handlin, The Uprooted (New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 1951), pp. 69-70.
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complex it appears to be. Crew chiefs and workers, patrons and clients, contractors,

haulers, growers, and row bosses; all of them form pert of a complex gatiern of econ~
omic and personal organization and interrelationship. These leaders, their worker
groups, and the relationships that bind them together, must be sorted out, explained,
and analyzed,

Both Florida and Texas agricultural authoritics caiegorize farm workers in two
gencral groups: those called "freewheelers™ and the "ragulars ., ™ Tﬁese terms, though
useful at fimes, are misleading and incxact;. ihey must ke clerified af the onset,
Freevrheelers are those migranis who associate themselves s liiile as possible with
any established work group, who rerely register with siaie and local migrant authori~
ties, and who may or may not work repea?c;l!y for the same employer. In a word,
freewheelers are those individual workers of small family uniis who come to Florida
alone without having made prior arrangement’s for employment. freewheelers come ’
look for work, stay if they find it, and then move on .

Op